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Letter from our Pastor 

On November 10th, we will offer our “Estimates of Giving” in worship. These estimates al-
low the church to plan well and dream big. Perhaps like me you are a little tired of the ways 
we talk about offerings and pledges. Too often the church in N. America trades in strong and 
violent imagery when talking about money. We “squeeze” people, we “target” givers, we 
“strong-arm” folks.   

 

I get concerned about this language because it assumes that people DON’T want to give. But 
in my experience, they do. People want to be generous. They want to give their time, energy, 
and money. People love being generous. It feels good and inspires joy. The church is often 
guilty of encouraging begrudging giving because it doesn’t understand that providing an 
opportunity to give is itself a gift.  

 

In a story often attributed to Mother Teresa, a novice was shadowing the saint of Calcutta 
as she dispensed rice to the poorest people in the world. After waiting a long time in line, an 
elderly woman stepped forward with two buckets. Mother Teresa greeted her and filled one 
bucket with rice. The woman then filled her other bucket half full with rice and walked 
away. The novice, broken by the poverty surrounding her, turned to Teresa and said, “Why 
don’t we fill up both of her buckets?” The old nun replied, “We only have enough rice for 
every family to receive one bucket. She brings both her bucket and her neighbor’s. Her 
neighbors are ill and no one can come to collect rice. Since this woman is frail she can’t carry 
two full buckets of rice, she receives one and shares half her rice.” Overcome by pity, the 
novice said, “surely we could fill both buckets and carry one of them to the ill family.” Moth-
er Teresa stopped, looked at the novice and softly said, “Never take away the right of another 
person to be generous.”  

 

Everyone wants to give. This is the beginning assumption of stewardship. Giving is among 
the most holy and sacred thing a human being can do. To be sure, plenty can get in the way 
of cheerful giving. Excessive spending, unwise use of resources, and distrust of leadership 
can all impair the impulse to give. It is the work of the church to give confidence to its mem-
bers that their gifts are being used faithfully and wisely. It is the responsibility of the church 
to return the sacred act of giving with a sacred act of gratitude and wisdom. This is our sol-
emn work, to be faithful stewards of the church’s gifts. It is work that I, the session, and the 
deacons take serious. 

 

On November 10th, you will have an opportunity to signal to the church what your giving 
will look like for the coming year by providing us with an estimate of giving. Dedication 
Sunday is a solemn invitation to do something sacred and holy. I hope you will consider giv-
ing graciously so that the work of this church may continue.  

 

Also, we will be serving pie at coffee hour. Lots and lots of pie. Because pie is nearly as holy 
as giving.  

-Adam 
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November 3, 2019 
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
Preaching: Adam Hearlson                            
Lay Leader:  Becky Lazo 

November 17, 2019 
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Preaching: Adam Hearlson 
Lay Leader:  Amy Behrman 

 

November 10, 2019 
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Celebration of Baptism-Declan Bright  
Preaching: Adam Hearlson 
Lay Leader:  Sean Whalen 

November 24, 2019 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 Celebration of Baptism-Elon Goodall  
Preaching: Adam Hearlson 
Lay Leader:  Will Schick 
 

Upcoming Worship Services 

Worship & Music 

From the Director of Music 

It's that time of year again--time for the annual Messiah Sing at Overbrook Presbyterian Church! 
Please mark your calendars for this exciting event, which will feature members of the Overbrook 
Quartet, as well as Paul Fleckenstein: 

25th Annual Messiah Sing 
Sunday, December 8, 2019 

3:00 p.m. 
Overbrook Presbyterian Church 

Note the change in date to be the second Sunday of December, so that we'll have plenty of time to watch the Eagles win 
the week before. Importantly, this is the last major event of the calendar year for the music program, and it is our last 
chance to raise money for the work that we do. Putting on successful concerts takes a significant financial commitment 
from the music program, so we especially appreciate your attendance at and donations to the Messiah Sing. 

Communication 

Do you want to know what is happening first?  Do you want the newsletter directly sent to your inbox?   

In an effort to collaborate with OPC’s mission to become an “Earth Care Congregation” , we are encouraging people to 

sign up to receive their newsletter electronically.  Not only will you be the first to know what is happening at OPC but 

you will be helping in saving the environment.  If you would like to receive your newsletter electronically, please email 

Lisa at office@overbrookpresb.org.  - Thank you 

Property 

Stormwater Project Update-The parking lot is now paved and open.  The project is still ongoing and therefore the en-
trance/exit on Lancaster Avenue will remain closed for a few more weeks.    The reason for this is that they still have to 
attach our project to the city sewers in Lancaster Avenue which takes a special permit to close half the street, etc.  Folks 
should be able to WALK in from that side.  If you are wondering what the huge pit is in the front yard, that is Phase II of 
the project and it will be our rain garden.  The result will be a beautiful wildflower garden that will bloom from spring to 
fall. Thank you everyone for your patience and cooperation during this time, the result will be worth it.-Rachel Carna-
han  



Congregational Life/Fellowship 

Urban Suburban Book Club 

Our book for November is Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Ow-
ens—The meeting is Tuesday November 19, 2019, 12:00 pm at 
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church. 

Looking Ahead: 

December - No Meeting. 
 

This is a book club of diverse membership involving members of 
several Presbyterian churches, including Overbrook.  All are 
welcome to attend.  For more information, contact Alyce Marsh 
at 215-472-7886. 
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Tickets are on 

Sale!  

See Jeff Bowker 

Billy Eliott-The Muscial, presented by Narberth 
Community Theater is set to open on Friday, 
November 1st at 8:00pm.  Shows will continue 
through Sunday, November 16.  Tickets are on 
sale during Coffee Hour.  Please see Jeff Bowker 
for tickets during Coffee Hour or call the office 
during weekdays at 215-877-2744.  Cost of tick-
ets are $20.00. All ticket proceeds go to Over-
brook Presbyterian Church. The play is based 
on the international smash-hit film, and featur-
ing a score by music legend Elton John, Billy 
Elliot the Musical is a heart-warming, funny and 
feel-good celebration of family and adolescence. 
Set against the backdrop of the 1984-85 miners’ 
strike, we follow the journey of a young boy 
raised in a small British mining town. Stepping 
out of the boxing ring and into a ballet class, he 
discovers a passion for dance that inspires his 
family, community and changes his life forever. 

The OPC book club will meet Monday, 
Nov. 4 at 7:30 at Elizabeth Cosgriff's 
house, 251 Linden Lane, Merion Station. 
We will discuss Andrew Sean Greer's 
novel Less. All are welcome 

R.P.M. Café:   Thursday, November 14, 
 11:30- 1:00PM in the Chapel 

The R.P.M. (Retired Person’s Ministry) Café is 
back in business…and our business is good 
food, great fellowship and shared learning. 

Please join us in the Chapel on Thursday, Novem-
b e r 14 from 11:30AM to 1:00PM.   A choice of homemade 
soups, desserts and beverages will be provided. Feel free to BYO 
sandwich or salad to supplement your meal.  
 

Following lunch, we’ll engage in some lively brainstorming about 
future directions, program topics and priorities for this ministry. 
Pastor Adam will join us for at least a portion of our time togeth-
er. 
 

Never attended a R.P.M. Café before? Come to this one; you will 
be warmly welcomed!  The R.P.M. Café is a ministry of the Con-
gregational Life Committee. There is no charge to participate. 
Guests are always welcome to join us. RSVP to Nancy Elmore 
(nancylaingelmore@gmail.com) or call/text Nancy at (610) 639-
2184. Nancy is pinch-hitting for our beloved Sharon Parker until 
her much awaited return. As always, contributions of desserts or 
beverages are welcome, as is help with set up and cleanup. 

Book Clubs 

RPM IS 

BACK 

Neighborhood Eagles Game Tailgate     
Plan to join the fun as we tailgate in the parking lot before the Patriots/Eagles game on 
November 17.   We will close off half the parking lot and put up an inflatable screen to 
watch the game.  Kickoff is at 4:25.  "Gates open" at 2:00.   
 

We will have a grill burning that you can use or feel free to bring your own.  Bring your 
own table, chairs, coolers, and picnic/tailgate food (and a little extra food if you want to 
share).  This is an inclusive family-friendly event. Bundle up and bring the kids and the 
neighbors' kids to play games and cook s'mores. 

 

The OPC neighborhood tailgate is open to all!  Invite your friends, family, and co-workers.  Let's show off our OPC hos-
pitality and cheer on our Birds.  EA-GL-ES, Eagles!   

mailto:nancylaingelmore@gmail.com
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Christian Education 

Adult Education—Meets Every Sunday-9:15 am-Chapel 

Date Topic 

11/3/19 Sustainability-Song of Songs and the Poetry of 

Environment 

11/10/19 Legacy-Planned Giving 

11/17/19 Legacy-End of Life Decisions 

11/24/19 Legacy-Planning your own Funeral Service 

Welcome to our new Christian Education Director, Anthony Carrella! Anthony is already hard at work meeting with 
the Christian Ed Committee, sharing ideas about engaging middle & high school students, and asking lots of questions 
about where we’ve been and where we want to go. We are all very excited to have Anthony on board and look forward 
to his leadership and involvements in all things Christian Ed!    

Anthony can be reached via email - anthony@overbrookpresb.org.  Below, is a letter from Anthony: 

 
Dear friends, 
 

Greetings to you all! My name is Anthony Carrella, and I was recently named to serve as Overbrook’s newest Director of 
Christian Education. It is an immense honor to be welcomed into your congregational family, and I am eager to begin 
our important work together.  
 
Overbrook — I am simply ecstatic. Since my arrival at the church several weeks ago, I have had the immense pleasure of 
uncovering the rich programmatic and worship life that lays at the heart of this blessed community. I would be remiss if 
I did not acknowledge the many congregants, volunteer teachers, and staff who are involved in making this place so 
special. Most especially, I wish to acknowledge the work and discipleship of Sharon Parker, to whom we all owe a big 
“thank you” for her discerning leadership and steadfast faith throughout her tenure. I sincerely look forward to partner-
ing with her, and the many others involved in Christian Education at the church. 
 
As I begin my time here, I encourage everyone — children and adults alike— to share with me your biggest, most daring 
ideas for our church, especially where Christian Education is concerned.  I see myself as your partner in Christian Edu-
cation, and not only as the Church’s director. I charge you, Overbrook, to lend your talents —both big and small— 
known and unknown— to our programs. Get involved! Together, we will help shape Christian discipleship — not only 
in the “here and now”, but also, for generations to come. What does Christian Education look like in 2050, Overbrook? 
Where will we journey together?  
 
While so many questions lay ahead, know this: I am available to you, your children, or your families in most any capaci-
ty. Together, let us aim to create brighter, fuller futures for all of God’s children. Please be sure to introduce yourself 
when you see me next, and also to share your valuable ideas. Let’s schedule a casual coffee, meal, or appointment some-
time soon!  
 
Your friend and servant in Christ, 
Anthony  

Mark your calendars for these 
upcoming events: 

November 23, 9a-12p: children 
grades K-5 will gather at church 

to bake bread and make greeting cards for shut-ins 
and newcomers to church 

November 23, 4p-7p: children in grades 6-8 will 
gather to make soup and work on the weaving pro-
ject with MaryLou Ryce 

December 6, 5:30p-8p: children grades K-5 are wel-
come to a “sleep-under” event at church for fun & 
service  

And stay tuned for some fun advent activities to be 
announced soon! 
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Mission and Outreach  

Adopt a Family 

The holiday season presents an opportunity to bring some Christmas cheer to families in need. We will have wish lists 

for you to pick up, during coffee hour and you get to play Santa Claus. Watch for details in the bulletin. 

Mark Your Calendar for the Fair-Trade Market! 

Get your Christmas shopping done and feel good about your purchases. Each year we bring quality goods to the Fair-

Trade Market that are providing a fair wage to the workers who produce those goods. Come check out the market on 

Saturday, December 7 and Sunday December 8. You’ll be glad you did! 

Life Center Meal 

The Life Center of Delaware County provides an evening meal to anyone who is hungry. Each year the need for meals 

increases. An interfaith community of over 40 churches, synagogues and temples, work throughout the year to make 

sure that 79,000 meals are served each year. We are blessed to be of service to the guests at the Life Center. In response 

to the increasing need, we have added a few meals to our schedule. Thank you to Nancy Gilhool and Janet Bowker for 

organizing the preparation and serving of these life saving meals, throughout the year. The next Life Center meal will be 

served on Tuesday, December 31, 2019. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Thank you to all who participated in One Great Hour of Sharing. Through your donations, people effected by disasters 

will receive help, people who are hungry will receive food, and people who want to change the circumstances within 

their community will be empowered to do so.  

Next Meeting 

Please feel free to join us on Sunday, November 24, 2019 at 12:00 in the Chapel.  

PHILADELPHIA OF  PRESBYTERY STATED MEETING 
Tuesday, November 19, 2019 

1-7 pm 
The next meeting of the Presbytery of Philadelphia will be held here at 
Overbrook on Tuesday November 19, 1-7 p.m. More details about this will 
be forthcoming. 

 

Who can attend? Anyone can be there as an observer.  Observers may not vote or participate in the proceedings – you 
can just sit there and watch the fun. 
 
However, Overbrook is permitted five elder commissioners.  Elder commissioners may vote and otherwise be active 
participants in the meeting. 
 
Three members of Session have indicated that they wish to attend as elder commissioners, leaving two vacant slots.  In 
order to be an elder commissioner, you must be an ordained elder who is a member of Overbrook.  It is not necessary to 
be a member of the current Session.  You can contact me if you are interested in doing this.  Please do not register as an 
elder commissioner at the meeting unless you have cleared it with me -I am coordinating this so we do not exceed our 
quota. -Sara Davis, Clerk of Session 
 
We are also in need of volunteers that day for various shifts.  Please see Raelyn or Artia, Co-Chairs of the Congregational 
Life Committee if you are available to help extend OPC hospitality that day or visit the Sign up genius https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4AACAE2DA2FE3-volunteers 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4AACAE2DA2FE3-volunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A4AACAE2DA2FE3-volunteers


Page 6 Overbrook Presbyterian Church 

Stewardship 

Thanks to All for Successful Taste of Overbrook 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you OPC for a grandly successful Taste of Overbrook 2019.  We blew past our $10,000 
fundraising goal (details to follow) and a great time was had by all. 
 

Thank you who bought tickets and you who cooked.  Thank you Session for donating 22 bottles of wine for the wine 
pull and thank you members, friends, and businesses for donating 89 items for the auction.  Thank you all who bought 
auction items and raffle tickets. 
 

Thank you confirmation class for your help at the event selling raffle tickets and being all-around good hosts.  Thank 
you PhillyKinder for the scrumptious desserts.  Thanks Mary Lou Connor, our photographer.  
 

Thank you Rachel Carnahan, the property committee, and Lisa Faso for keeping the pressure on the contractors to 
have the parking lot done in time.  Thanks also to Lisa for all you did with so many details. 
 

As far as organizing? Thanks Carol Rozmiarek for organizing the cooks.  Thanks Davorka Sabljak for set up and deco-
rating.  Thanks Keedra Carroll for ticket sales.  Thanks Karen Wong for publicity and planning.  Special thanks to 
Nancy Gilhool and her team for organizing the auction.  Bonnie and Victor, you deserve extra thanks for your efforts 
soliciting auction items.  Thank you Janet Bowker for help cashing people out and Jeff Bowker, auctioneer.  Thanks 
Laurie Geers and Jason Sheau for serving on the committee. 
 

Thank you Leonard Robbins for your Herculean efforts that made it all run so smoothly. 
 

Thank you Anonymous for four matching cash gifts totaling $4,000. 
 

Finally, a special thank you to Pastor Adam.  Your fine preaching, fresh presence, and infectious enthusiasm have 
helped put the Church at the Crossroads in a great mood. 
 

Let's go again next year! 
 
Will Schick 
Stewardship Committee Chair 

DEDICATION SUNDAY 
Over the past several weeks, we have heard Pastor Adam preach on the many aspects of Stewardship, 
and remind of us its important definition: Stewardship is the conviction that all good things in our life 
find their source in God. 
 

We have also been blessed to hear individual stories of Stewardship, shared by members of our congre-
gation during three weeks of worship. 
 

And we experienced a most remarkable community event - the Taste of Overbrook - where we celebrated the very best 
of this diverse community and raised funds to support growth, nurture our youth's development and enable us to do 
more of God's work here on earth. 
 

All of these efforts culminate on Nov. 10 - DEDICATION SUNDAY - when Overbrook Church asks you to provide an 
estimate of your financial commitment for the coming year. This is much more than symbolic. These pledge estimates 
not only form the foundation of our 2020 budget; they will give us an indication of HOW BIG WE CAN DREAM. 
 

We ask you to prayerfully and generously consider your pledge, and join us for worship Nov. 10. After worship, we will 
continue our annual tradition of celebrating our pledges with PIES of all kinds at Coffee Hour. Your Stewardship Com-
mittee welcomes you and looks forward to seeing you there. 
 
If you should need a Pledge card, they are located on the table outside of the Wistar Morris Room and the table outside 
of the office. 



Deacons 

Prayer List 

The family of Anne Roberts Smith who died in 
 October.   
Wallace Bubar and his family on the death of  his 
 mother.  
Margaret Young’s son Keith continues to overcome 
 health setbacks while dealing with cancer. 
Diane, Laurie Geer’s sister, has been coping well 
 while battling pancreatic cancer. 
Julie Hearlson, Adam’s stepmother, is in the midst 
 of chemotherapy for ovarian cancer.  
Bruce Gillette is scheduled for a bone marrow  
 transplant on November 12.  
Ed Harvey is doing better but is still facing some 
 major dental work.  
John Nathaniel is back in PT/OT preparing for the 
 Survivor’s Walk 5K on November 2 
Erin Harris, a friend of the Taussig-Lux family, will 
 participate in a clinical trial for an aggressive form 
 of cancer 
Lynn Pompa is recovering from total knee 
 replacement.   
Pat, friend of Ginny Leagans, is undergoing 
 treatment for cancer. 
Brad Biedermann’s stepfather, Lou Granata, passed 
 away after months of battling cancer. 
Ellen Burr is experiencing ongoing medical 
 concerns. 
 

Please contact Mike Rottinger to add names to the prayer list. 
Mike can be reached by email (mike.rottinger@comcast.net). 

You can also leave a message with the Church Office  

Happy November Birthdays 

11/2 Koy Davis  11/19 Jennifer Wark 

11/4 Lynn Pompa  11/22 Zack Wong 

 Valerie Swartz  11/24 Kai Davis 

11/5 Gopal Subramanian  Judy Swartz 

11/6 Martha Phan  11/26 Jason Sheau 

11/10 Chris Ziemba  11/29 John Nathaniel 

11/11 Laurie Geers  11/30 Cindy Gray 

11/13 Susie Baker    

11/17 Emma Biedermann    

11/18 Sarah Stephens 

    

Are you 89 years old or still 29? 
 

Friends, 
The deacons try to make special note of those who have at-
tained the wise age of 90 or beyond.  However, we only want 
to do that for those who want to share.  We also want to 
avoid accidentally celebrating with someone who is only 50 
but having a bad hair day.  Please let us know if you or a friend 
can be safely added to our list.  Just call the office or email 
mike.rottinger@comcast.net. 
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Finance 

Greetings , 
 

Please Know That I Will Be Forever Grateful For The Honor 
OPC Bestowed To Me On The Occasion Of My 90th Birthday 
(10/01/19). 
 

Special Thanks Are Extended To Mike Rottinger / OPC Dea-
con Board For Transportation To/From OPC And To/From My 
Doctor Appointments.   Special Recognitions Are Given To: 
Nickie Stokes, Don Carver, Terri Hunter, Solomon Hunter, 
Nancy Elmore, Mary Lou Ryce, Dick Williamson, Pastor Ad-
am, and Sara Davis. 
 

Thanks To All ---  Blessings & Peace!   Leonard W. Sloan 

Giving Envelopes Available 
If you would like a box of weekly giving envelopes for 2020, please contact Carol Rozmiarek at  215-877-2744 or email at 
carol@overbrookpresb.org by Nov. 22. You don’t have to use weekly giving envelopes, but we are happy to order them 
for whoever would like them. 
 

Quarterly Giving Statements 
The church sends out quarterly giving statements so that you can monitor your giving. If we have your email on file, you 
should have been receiving these by email, or by mail if we don’t have your email. But did you know that you can check 
your giving at any time by logging into Realm? You can! If you haven’t used Realm and would like an invite, please con-
tact Lisa (office@overbrookpresb.org) or Carol (carol@overbrookpresb.org) in the church office and we can send you 
one. Especially with the end of the year coming up, checking your giving and monitoring your pledge can be very useful.  

Many thanks to OPC for permitting Omega Omega 
Chapter of the Alpha Kappa Sorority to use the park-
ing lot for their recent shredding event.  We were able 
to collect eyeglasses, shoes and canned goods for those 
in need as we continue to serve others.  Thank you for 
your continued support.  

mailto:carol@overbrookpresb.org
mailto:office@overbrookpresb.org
mailto:carol@overbrookpresb.org
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Saturday, November 2     

8:00 am-Mens’ Group-Chapel 

Sunday, November3     

12:00 pm-New Member Committee 
 

Tuesday, November  5 

7:00 pm-Finance Committee-Williamson Rm 
 

Thursday, November 6 

6:30 pm-CLC Committee  
 

Sunday, November 10 

12:00 pm-Deacon Committee 

12:00 pm-Personnel Committee 
 

Tuesday, November  12 

7:00 pm-Session 
 

Thursday, November 14 

11:30 pm-RPM Café-Chapel 
 

Sunday, November 17 

12:00 pm-Christian Education Committee 

4:00 pm-Tailgate-OPC Parking  

Tuesday, November 19 

1:00 pm-Presbytery of Philadelphia Stated Meeting 
 

Wednesday, November 20 

5:00 pm-Property Committee 
 

Saturday, November 23 

9:00 am-Bread Making-Kids 

4:00 pm-Soup Making –Youth 

Sunday, November 24     

12:00 pm-Mission & Outreach Committee 

Community Support Group Meetings @ OPC 
 Every Sunday beginning at 8:00 pm—AA (Wistar 

Morris Room) and Al-Anon (Chapel) 
 Every Monday beginning at 8:00 pm—Overeaters 

Anonymous (Chapel) 
 Every Tuesday beginning at 7:30 pm-Nar-Anon 
 Every Wednesday beginning 8:00 pm AA-Chapel 

Weekday Happenings: 
Every Sunday 

9:15 am-Adult Christian Education  
10:30 am-Worship 
11:30 am-Coffee Hour 

Every Monday-Jr. Choir Rehearsal—5:15 pm  followed by dinner 
Every Wednesday –10:00 am –Adult Bible Study 
Every Thursday-6:15 pm-Handbell Rehearsal 
          7:30 pm-Adult Choir Rehearsal 
Every Saturday – 9:00-1:00 pm -Farmers Market-OPC Parking 

November  2019 - OPC Church Events 


